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Subject: Centerville-Washington Park District wins OPRA award for newest park

CENTERVILLE, OH: Ohio Parks and Recreation Association (OPRA) has announced its 2020 Annual Awards of Excellence

winners. The Centerville-Washington Park District (CWPD) won a second-place award in the capital improvements project

category (up to $1M) for the newest addition to the district, Hithergreen Park.

Image: Centerville-Washington Park District’s Hithergreen Park

The creation of Hithergreen Park, 15 acres of land
located at 5900 Hithergreen Drive, shows the permanent
impact a group of concerned citizens can have on their
neighborhood. For CWPD, Hithergreen Park was the
puzzle piece filling the final gap in the long-term vision
of the Park District’s founders — to have a park within
V/2-mile of safe walking distance from every home in the

community.

The new park stems from a cooperative venture between
Washington Township and the Centerville-Washington
Park District. The two agencies created a plan and
applied for a grant to fund the majority of the project. In
2018, a $558,000 Clean Ohio Fund Green Space

Conservation Program grant was secured to cover 75%

of the purchase of the property, demolition of the former Hithergreen Center building and land restoration.

The next step was to engage with park neighbors in the park design process. CWPD held a public engagement meeting in

November 2019 with almost 100 attendees. Park district staff walked park neighbors through a design thinking process to

form a vision for the park’s future layout and amenities.
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A quarter-mile paved multi-use trail was recently added to the park. This week, CWPD will begin www.cwpd.org '.':‘r

work to add a small shelter and a playground. Habitat management is ongoing with the removal
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of dead ash trees, drainage improvements, garden clean up and re-planting. CWPD will be planting a variety of trees and
adding wildflower areas throughout the park. A nature playground is also planned. Neighbors have taken advantage of the
Park District’s 50/50 matching funds program to order additional trees and benches for the park. To review patk plans, visit

https://www.cwpd.org/parks/hithergreen/.

“This was a great project to be involved with,” said CWPD Project Manager Nick Meyer. “It was the patience and

1’

perseverance from residents that made this park a reality

The OPRA Annual Awards of Excellence will be presented at the association’s annual conference in April 2021 at the Kalahari

Convention Center in Sandusky, Ohio.

“Parks and recreation professionals throughout Ohio work every day to improve the quality of life of the people they serve,”
said OPRA Executive Director Woody Woodward. “This effort is a shining example of that kind of work, and we are pleased

to be able to present this award.”
A panel of parks and recreation professionals from around Ohio judge the OPRA Awards of Excellence.

The Centerville-W ashington Park District operates eight community parks, nine nature parks, and 34 neighborhood parks encompassing more than 1,030 acres in

Centerville and Washington Township. For more information about the Centerville-W ashington Park District, please call (937) 433-5155 or visit www.cupd.org.

Tncorporated in 1963, OPRA is a non-profit, public interest organization representing over 1400 professionals and citizen board members striving to provide
guality parks and recreation facilities and opportunities for all Ohioans while protecting and preserving Obio's natural resources, positively impacting local economies

and health and wellness of its citizens.
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