
Rain Barrel Painting
Supplies

Rain Barrel 1 Can of Primer 
Water      (Zinsser Bullseye 1-2-3 Primer for All Surfaces)

Vinegar  2 Cans of Base Coat 
Rag       (Rust-oleum 2x Ultra Cover that Bonds to Plastic)
Drop Cloth Multi-Surface Acrylic Paints
Boards  2 Cans of Polyurethane Sealer
       (Rust-oleum 2x Ultra Cover Clear Sealer - Matte or Glossy Fin)

Clean
Remove all fittings & hardware, then thoughly clean your rain barrel using 
a 1:1  mixture of water & vinegar, let dry.

Sand
This step is important in ensuring your paint will properly adhere to the rain 
barrel. Using a low-grade sandpaper, lightly sand the entire surface.

Clean Again
Wipe it down again to remove any particles of dust left behind after the 
sanding, then allow it to completely dry.

PRIMER
After your rain barrel has completely dried, lay a drop cloth down and then 
place the barrel on top of a few boards to elevate it. Spray on the primer
according to the manufacturer’s directions in a well ventilated area 
(preferably outside). One coat will be enough. Allow to dry at least 30 minutes.

Base Coat
Apply your base coat according to the manufacturer’s directions being careful
not to cause drips by applying too much at once. It’s best to apply one decent 
coat, allow that to dry for at least 30 minutes, and then apply a second coat 
to complete coverage. After the second coat of your base color is complete, 
allow the rain barrel to dry at least 30 minutes then move it indoors (into 
your garage if you have one) to cure for at least 24 hours.

Acrylic Decor
Now for the fun part! Decorate your rain barrel to your heart’s desire! The 
more colors the better! As with all previous steps, take your time, allow your
paint to dry properly in between applications, and enjoy the process! It’s a lot
of work & takes some patience, but it’s really worth it to take your time in 
order to make sure your design lasts.

Sealer
After all of the time and love you put into this project, you’re going to want
to make sure it lasts as long as possible! Follow the manufacturer’s directions
and apply your sealer one coat at a time. Two coats would probably suffice, but 
personally, I applied 4 coats (2 matte finish and 2 glossy finish) to try to fully 
seal my rain barrel. Be sure to allow proper drying times in between each coat
(at least 30 minutes) and once your coats are complete, allow it to cure at least
24 hours before placing it in its new location outside! 


